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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE.... ‘

Welcome to the 2008 school year at Maitland Grossmann High Schooktafhand students are gearing
up for an eventful and fulfilling year. Our student population has remh@mestant and we have had seven
new teachers appointed to our school; Mr Crimmings & Ms Acker&niglish, Mr Bromfield & Ms
Mercer in Science, Mr Ross & Mr Fowler in Mathematics &sMiClarke in Technology and Applied
Studies. Additionally Mrs Tracey Breese officially replaces Mr Ralynson as Deputy Principal.

Special congratulations to Mrs Goldsworthy and her team for egllest school magazine. If you have
not collected your copy it is an excellent memento of the past year and | eyecgauato do so.

HSC Results

Congratulations to the Year 12 class of 2007. Maitland Grossmamn3dhool was the highest achieving
comprehensive school in the 2007 Higher School Certificate in the HOatdal Coast Region. Students
at Maitland Grossmann High School achieved 47 band 6’s in eighteerctsusfedied. Nine students
scored a UAI above 90. Our top student, Sarah Moore, scored a WB8.85. Congratulations Sarah.
Other outstanding results were attained by Alexander Norrie 9&tth&iv Tam 98.7, Jarryd Foote 97.8,
Joel Dennerley 95.05, Anna Buxtin-Soldal 94.65, Zoe Green 92.15, Anna Tuyl 91.8hanhatt€ Bull
90.65. Both Alexander and Sarah achieved all rounder awards, having adBak® in every subject
area, truly an outstanding effort. All students seeking employmerterdary education placements
achieved their objective.

Courses where students scored well above the state averagednBladign and Technology; (+18.09)
Food Technology; (+ 10.43), English Extension 1; (+6.58); Industrial Technqtedg8.71); General
Mathematics (+5.21) ; Mathematics 2 Unit (6.65); Mathematics Extension 1 (13d2itr@:tion

( +6.64); Hospitality (+9.76);Retail Operations ( +9.51)and Music 1 (+7@éhgratulations to the
graduating Year 12 class of 2007, and their teachers for these outstanding results.

Additionally the School Certificate results were of a sinyldrigh standard with extensive numbers of
students achieving Band 6 in English, Mathematics, and Geographg ®hari Branscombe achieved a
perfect score in her examination. The overall results in compptaced 80 % of our students in the
highly competent band. An excellent foundation has been laid for senior studies.
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Student Drivers and Travel
Please be advised that students are not allowed to carry gassentheir motor vehicles if they drive to
and from school. This is a significant safety issue and this reggeiirieis to protect the driver as well as the
would-be passengers.

Year 12 students may leave the school premises through the schoolgtaiitame or to go to the library
(providing they have a free period on their timetabléey are not to travel to other people’s homes to
study. The opportunity to leave the school is a privilege grantedetar 12 ONLY. Year 11 students
should not be leaving the school except on early leaving times ontithetables. All non face-to-face
lessons are to be used for additional studies and so students should not be travelling down to town or to
Mac Donalds.

Parents and caregivers are reminded that sport is a lediglate of the school curriculum and that all
students are expected to participate in sport from Years 7 told&sePavoid the practice of making
appointment for your child every sports day as this may place itmghe position of not meeting the
statutory requirements.

Thankyou for your patience and understanding, during the recent diftcekperienced with the buses.
The buses will pick up every day from the school at 3.27 and as saHgycan on Sports Tuesday, This
is usually around 3.25. School now starts at 8.45 for senior students sdl #tatlents can get here on
time. We are looking forward to working with you through 2008. Do notdtesio contact the school if
there is anything that we can do to assist your child’s education and welkin@inghout the year.

Dr Di Soltau
Principal.

NEWSLETTER DATES for 2008 .

The newsletter will be available on the web page at www.mghs.com.au on the following dates.

March 14th August 8th
May  16th September 12th
June 13th October 31st

December 5th

ATTENTION PARENTS/ CAREGIVERS

Maitland Grossmann High School
Has a

Web Page

www.mghs.com.au
From Term 4 the newsletter will be available on the Website for all to access
If you require a printed copy of the newsletter still posted out to your family please fill in the form below and return to
school A.S.A.P

Postal Name:.....c.cov i e STUABNT. .. e
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The Student Assistance Scheme

| wish to remind all parents of our Student Assistance
Scheme. This scheme provides funds to assist needy
families in Years 7 — 10. These funds can be used to
pay for essential education costs such as:

Subject contributions

Excursions

Uniforms

The school can access the scheme on your behalf
only if you make a written request, and is available to
all pension recipients.

A simple confidential note to me or the completion of
a form obtained from the office is sufficient.

Appointments to see Teachers

It is strongly requested that any parent who wishes to
speak to any Teacher, Year Adviser, Deputy Principal
or Principal contacts the school and makes an
appointment first.

Everyone has teaching and/or other duties, which
means that they may not be available to speak with
you if you turn up without an appointment.
Appointments will also ensure that you do not have a
long wait. All visitors to the school must report to the
office first and sign the visitor's book. The office staff
will then inform the staff member of your arrival.

Uniform

The wearing of full school uniform is school policy.
The high level of co-operation with the uniform policy
brings a lot of favourable comment from the
community. It is one of the most frequently mentioned
positive aspects of our school.

Students not in full uniform including black shoes will
not be permitted to participate in:

excursions

sporting trips

school service

formal functions or represent the school in any way.
Following representations from parents and students
junior boys can now wear white socks or grey socks.
Please Note:

Shoes must be black

Coloured T-shirts are not to be worn under school
shirts

Students are to change for PE

They are not to wear their PE uniform all day.
Jewellery, (except sleeper earrings) and large
necklaces — particularly surf necklaces are NOT to be
worn.  This is as much a safety as a personal
presentation matter.

Mobile Phones
| remind you of our policy regarding mobile phones.
In essence it states:

“ Students are allowed to use their mobile
phones outside school buildings before school, during
recess and lunchtime. As soon as the bell goes they
are to be switched off. They must not be turned on
until students have left the building at recess, lunch or
after school.”

If you wish your child to bring a mobile phone to
school the agreement must be signed and returned to
the Administration Office.

Dr Di Soltau

Principal.

Maitland Grossmann High School

Behaviour Management Policy

At Maitland Grossmann High School, we believe that
students should be encouraged to behave in a
responsible manner, showing care and consideration
for others. Our behaviour management processes
are based on discussing with students the short and
long term results of their actions. We try to explore
other avenues before we move to punishment.
However, the School and Department of Education
and Training have a common policy in relation to the
serious deterrents of suspension and expulsion.
Please visit the Department of Education Webpage
for the full policy.

Bullying

Statement of Belief:
There is no place for bullying at
Maitland Grossmann High School.
At Maitland Grossmann High School
every person has the right to feel
safe.

Definition of Bullying

Bullying:

Is an attack which is deliberately hurtful.

Causes distress, sometimes not only at the time of the
attack but also by the threat of future attacks.

Is characterised by an imbalance of power.

May be verbal, physical, social or psychological.

Aim:

Maitland Grossmann High School aims to create a
happy and safe school environment for all members
of the school community.

Statement of Rights and Responsibilities

All students have the right to learn in a safe and
supportive school environment.

All staff and students have the right to be treated with
fairness and dignity.

All parents or guardians have the right to expect that
students will be safe at school, free from harassment
and intimidation.

All members of the school community have the
responsibility to build a safe, supportive, respectful
and inclusive school environment.

Maitland Grossmann High School
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Students
Every student has the right to:

Feel safe and protected

Be treated fairly and equally

Be free from any form of bullying

Feel confident to seek assistance as soon as he/she
feels threatened

Every student has the responsibility to:

Respect others and treat them equally

Make the school safer by not bullying

Not retaliate

Seek assistance or report any form of bullying
Staff

Every staff member has the right to:

Feel safe in the work environment

Be treated with respect by students, parents and other
staff.

Have the full support of students and parents in
encouraging anti bullying practices.

Every teacher has the responsibility to:

Act as role models of caring, tolerant, supportive and
respectful behaviour.

Treat all students, parents and members of staff with
respect.

Seek assistance as soon as he/she feels threatened.
Encourage students to seek assistance and to listen
to reports of bullying.

Teach all students anti bullying strategies.

Parents
Every parent has the right to:

Expect their child to feel safe and happy at school.

Be treated with respect by students, staff and other
parents.

Expect that the school will implement an anti bullying
policy in a genuine attempt to eliminate bullying.

Be aware that a child at some stage may be either a
victim or a bully and to acknowledge that both
students need careful attention.

Every parent has the responsibility to:

Act as role models of caring and tolerant behaviour
and avoid the temptation to encourage retaliation.

Be aware that a child at some stage may be either a
victim or a bully and to acknowledge that both
students need careful attention.

Treat all students, staff and other parents with
respect.

Seek assistance when bullying is occurring.

Report to school staff when they see any form of
bullying.

What we will do as a school community:

The school will keep adequate records of all bullying
incidents.

The school will work with parents of the victim of
bullying to support and assist their son/daughter to
avoid being bullied in the future.

The school will aim to help the bully to change his/her
behaviour.

The school will work with the parents of the bully to
establish joint strategies for behaviour modification.
The school will implement a variety of anti-bullying
strategies for all students.

The school will teach positive social skills in regular
classroom lessons.

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Welcome back to another exciting year full of promise!
We all tend to begin the year with a strong
commitment to our resolutions and goals. One way to
maintain the enthusiasm is to commit the goals to
paper and place them in a prominent position. Some
Year 12 students have plastered their desired UAI to
the front or inside cover of their folders to remind them
of their commitment to learning, others have it on the
fridge or on their bedroom door! Younger students
have goals for completing all their assessments on
time or committing to an hour of study each night.
Whatever their goal, teachers are here to help them
maintain their focus and to provide them with all the
work to help them along in their academic studies.

YEAR ADVISERS

Year advisers play an important role in your child’s
school life. These people are your first point of call
for any issues with your child. Long term absences,
extra work, bullying issues and general wellbeing can
all be discussed with your child’s year adviser. Please
contact them via the front office if you have any
concerns. They will be happy to speak with you and
help you and your child. They will also pass on
information to relevant teaching staff or executive
members any details that may affect your child’s
schooling.

YEAR 7: Mr Ces D’Amico

YEAR 8: Mrs Belinda Skinner / Mrs Willa
Kennedy (Fridays)

YEAR 9: Mr Glen Hill

YEAR 10: Miss Prue Campbell

YEAR 11: Mrs Libby Guider / Mrs Willa Kennedy
(Mon-Thur)

YEAR 12: Miss Brooke Bower

Maitland Grossmann High School
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NEW DIARIES

Students have been most impressed with the quality
of the 'new look' school diary. All students are
required to present to class with their diaries
These tools are a valuable resource in teaching
students organisational and time management skills
for their future. The first few pages of the diary contain
all the important information for the day-to-day
running of our school. Many hours have been spend
on preparing these documents, so please make
yourself familiar with our school routines.

EARLY LEAVE & SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

At Maitland Grossmann High School we believe that
student attendance is paramount to school
achievement. Students should only be absent from
school if they are sick, have an unavoidable
appointment or family business . Leaving early for
work or without a reason is not acceptable. Students
are required by the Department of Education to
complete a specified number of hours for Sport.
Students who do not complete their sports hours may
not complete the School Certificate requirements.
Please do not absent your child from Sport without
good reason. When we have over 50 students apply
for early leave we must question the validity of the
leave. Parents may receive a phone call to check on
the early leave of their child. Any child who misses
sport more than 3 times in a term will be required

to make up the sport hours. If you have any queries
about leave requirements, please contact the school.

Year 7

Year 7 is a year of significant change and
development as your son makes the great transition
from Primary School to High School. It is a time of
great excitement as new friendships are made, and
new subjects are studied for the first time. Many
changes are happening in your child’s life including
the physical and psychological changes that come
with adolescence. Be strong and set boundaries-
parent as life coach is the best way to manage your
child’s development at this very important crossroad!
Do not be surprised if your normally capable child
suddenly falls apart some weeks into Term 1. When
you consider all the new and potentially stressful
experiences which they will have to deal with in the
space of little more than six hours every day, it is no
wonder that they may be tired, irritable, negative or
even teary about school. Or the normally chatty young
person may become silent and uncommunicative,
revealing that there is nothing wrong and that nothing
happened at school, whilst they learned nothing at all
during their lessons.

So what can you do to help your child past the difficult
times, and onto happier days?

Here are some ideas that you may like to think about:
DO: Talk through their worries and concerns and try
to tackle each problem one at time. Be positive and
encouraging

DO send them back to school after an upsetting time.
The next day, bring them in yourself if they find this
less daunting. Remember that staying home is usually
not the right solution and can quickly lead to habits,
which are distressing for everyone and hard to break.
DON'T panic and be negative. Don't pretend there is
nothing wrong. This can make them feel even more
inadequate and alone.

DO sit down quietly with them and encourage them to
tell you what they feels is not working for them. Write
these things down if there are too many for you to
remember! Then try to solve at least one of the
worries then and there.

DON'T underestimate how much relief they will feel if
you can solve just one of the problems fairly
immediately. This success can often make them feel
more positive and able to cope with other problems on
the list. A change of attitude can often make some of
the problems magically disappear!

DON'T underestimate the healing powers of a good
night's sleep and a hug. And allow time for hobbies
and play.

DO ensure that they get up early enough to eat some
breakfast before leaving for school: even a light
breakfast helps concentration during the morning.

DO make sure that they are early enough not to have
to rush for trains and buses, as this can be a very
stressful experience, which can lead to headaches or
real physical illness.

DON'T forget that no-one likes to walk into a class
late. It is embarrassing and stressful. Send them to
school with plenty of time to prepare for the day
ahead: 8:45am is ideal to get to school and be settled
before the first bell.

DON'T forget that there is often comfort in numbers:
letting them know that they is not alone in facing these
worries can help them feel much better. They are
absolutely NOT the only student feeling this way, and
they should be reminded of this.

DO say (more than once if necessary) that it is normal
to feel overwhelmed and that things WILL get better.
DON'T sit at home worrying. Talk to someone. Try a
friend who has already had a child in Year 7 and ask
them what it was like. Knowing that other people you
know have survived can be very reassuring!

DO ring the school and ask for advice or help.
Arrange to come to see the Year Adviser (Mr
D’Amico) in person if you feel the need. Often you can
sort out problems in a short time if you are sitting face
to face.

DON'T forget your child's education is a partnership
between you and the School. As with all successful
partnerships there must be honest and open
communication on a regular basis.

DO trust the school. This is particularly important
when it comes to our discipline policies. Remember
that we both have your child's best interests at heart.
If you feel concerned at the justice or injustice of a
decision made by the school, please talk to the school
first before you contradict our decision in front of your
child.

Maitland Grossmann High School
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DO encourage your child to ask teachers to clarify or
explain something. They will NEVER be in trouble for
asking for help!

DO read vyour child’'s diary regularly (Insist if
necessary: this is vitall) Note the comments from staff
and act on them.

DO indicate to the Year Adviser immediately if you are
concerned at the load (or lack there of) of homework.
Often the problem lies in forward planning: Every day,
record ALL homework on a large calendar at home on
the day it is due. (Make sure to remind your child to
write down the DUE DATE of all homework. This way
both you and your child can see the 'problem' days
before they arrive! This is a simple idea, but one
which teaches your child to manage time sensibly and
well. Remember, they will not have every subject
every day, do homework for the next day as a priority.
Assessment and revision can be done after the more
urgent homework is out of the way.

DON'T be afraid to write a comment in the diary and
address it to the teacher concerned. Make sure your
child takes the diary to the staff member concerned
and that the teacher’s initials are recorded.

DO label all your child's belongings clearly with his
name. Lost property is hard to return if it is nameless:
being inadequately prepared for class is an upsetting
and stressful experience when you are still finding
your way around.

YEAR 12- SOME ADVICE FOR STAYING ON TOP
OF THINGS

Part of this year of HSC preparation is developing a
sense of maturity in attitudes to academic excellence,
with an emerging awareness of the need to maintain
consistent academic effort. This is significant because
it indicates that they not only have made the
connection between school and life beyond Maitland
Grossmann but also the jump between realisation and
action. Year 12 students typically respond better to
structure and constancy. This is readily attained at
school but it must be continued at home.

In the past, many parents have asked me how a
positive learning environment can be made in the
home. In response to these inquiries, | often pose the
following questions;

Is mealtime at a regular hour?

Does your son or daughter have a structured
approach to work and study, incorporating both into
their allocated homework time?

Is there family time to sit and discuss their concerns
and achievements? Being stuck in their bedroom is
not a great habit for social interaction and family time.
Does your son or daughter spend at least 2 or 3 hours
per night at their desk? A year planner can help them
see all their assessment requirements and plan a
study timetable. Another tip is to give them a filing
cabinet draw or a portable file. This makes them
responsible for all their worksheets and helps to keep
them at arms reach.

Do they have a desk at which they can work free from
distraction?

Encourage them to drink lots of water and eat healthy
shacks. Students should take a break every 50
minutes from their study.

Make them get out for a walk to clear their mind and
release all the ‘happy endorphins’. Remember that
all students should be getting at least 8.25 hours

of sleep every night- _ if not they will not commit the
day’s learning to their long term memory bank. This is
essential in this very important year of learning.

Are mobile phones left with you when your son or
daughter goes into their room to study?

Is access to the Internet monitored? Is the computer
separate from the study area used by your son or
daughter? If your son or daughter has a TV in their
room, get rid of it, leading psychologist Dr Michael
Carr Gregg says that this is an unhealthy option for
teenagers and young children.

If there is a party or an invitation to go out
somewhere, does the amount of completed
schoolwork come into your considerations? If your
son or daughter has a casual job, is an appropriate
amount of time allocated to their school studies?
These are only some strategies that will help you
provide the best environment at home for your child to
succeed in Year 12. A number of articles about
surviving adolescence for you and your child can be
found at:

www.michaelcarr-gregg.com.au

Looking forward to a great year,

Tracey Breese
Deputy Principal

P & C NEWS

Get ready—we will be again selling Entertainment
Books later this term. Books will be issued to
interested Yr 7, 8 and 12 students at school and all
other families may purchase books directly from the
school canteen. The cost remains the same, $60.
Please encourage friends and family to again support
Maitland Grossmann High School P&C so that the
funds raised can go towards projects within the
school.

It is with great pleasure that we announce a concert
featuring Hunter Singers at St Peters Church, East
Maitland on Sunday 17 August at 2pm. The choir has
performed in cathedrals and venues throughout
Europe and has many members from Maitland
Grossmann High School. The choir is coordinated by
our own Ms Kim Sutherland. We look forward to this
fundraising event with proceeds to be shared between
MGHS P&C, Hunter Singers and St Peter's Church.
Add this date to your calendar as we are assured of a
spectacular concert. More details will be available
next term.

Maitland Grossmann High School
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INDUSTRIAL ARTS

Welcome to the first Industrial Arts report for 2008. |
hope the new year finds everybody healthy and
enthusiastic about the upcoming academic year. 2008
promises to be very productive for the Industrial Arts
faculty, building on the many gains made in recent
years. | feel privileged to be part of an outstanding
school and being a Head Teacher of such a highly
successful and professional faculty.

Outstanding HSC Results

Since being appointed as Head Teacher Industrial
Arts | have endeavoured to develop within the faculty
a culture of high academic performance. | believe this
culture is now well developed and students are aware
of the high standards expected by the Industrial Arts
staff.

Over the past four years the Industrial Arts faculty has
achieved HSC results well in excess of state means.
During this time Industrial Technology has averaged
9.6 marks above state average, Engineering Studies
7.47 and Design and Technology 8.68. Over the past
four years the overall result for all Industrial Arts
subjects is 8.6 marks above state average and is
unsurpassed by any other faculty at the school. The
faculty has maintained and consistently produced
outstanding results and is committed to maintaining
this high level of performance in the 2008 HSC and
beyond.

Design and Technology Results

The Design and Technology class has distinguished
itself by achieving outstanding success in 2007. The
class result of 18.09 marks in excess of the state
average was extremely pleasing and four of the five
students, received mentions on the Meritorious
Achievers list and one student missed out by 1 mark
of achieving thus distinction. Four of the five students
also had their major design projects nominated for
selected to the DesignTECH display in 2008.
Congratulations to Zoe Green (93%), Stewart
Blackwell (92%), Stephen Peters (92%), Matthew
Brand (90%) and Karl Smith (89%) on their
extraordinary success. Special mention should also
go to Matthew Brand who achieved this outstanding
result in a very disrupted year, including a long iliness,
broken bones and maintaining the requirements of a
school-based traineeship. | am very proud of the
achievements of this fine group of students and wish
them all the best in their future endeavours.

Stewart Blackwell, Matthew Brand and

Zoe Green at the results breakfast 2007

Industrial Technology Results

The Industrial Technology results were once again
outstanding with the 2007 class achieving a result of
8.71 marks above the state average. Much of this
success can be contributed to the extraordinary
efforts of the class teacher, Mr. DiLorenzo made
himself available during his lesson preparation
periods, lunch breaks and during a large number of
days during his holiday breaks. Mr. Dilorenzo is
starting his twenty fifth year of service at the school
and his experience coupled with his outstanding work
ethic will ensure continued success. Congratulations
to Benjamin Allen and Samuel Parkinson who
achieved the equal top rank with a mark of 86%.

Engineering Studies Results

Students in the Engineering Studies class have been
somewhat overshadowed by the exemplary results
achieved by their Design & Technology and Industrial
Technology counterparts this year. This did not
however, affect their ability to achieve at a sound level
with the class producing a result 3.17 marks above
state average. Congratulations to Stewart Blackwell
who achieved the top rank with a HSC mark of 85.

2008 Outlook

2008 appears to be an exciting year for the Industrial
Arts faculty with two VET subjects being taught in the
Preliminary Year, along with our traditional subject
areas. We have introduced a new subject in Year 9
Industrial Technology — Engineering which will
compete in this years ‘F1 in Schools’ challenge. There
is an expectation that the 2008 HSC results will be
very good and the popularity of Industrial Arts courses
should ensure further success in future years.

Subject Contributions 2008

| would like to thank the parents and guardians of
our 2007 students for the payment of fees during
last year. We collected a large proportion of our
fees (in excess of 90%) and this has had a positive
impact on student learning. We have been able to
spend more of our school based budget on
providing improved equipment and resources.

The Industrial Arts faculty must purchase a large

quantity of expensive consumables in order to

provide productive lessons. The Department of
Education and Training does not provide funding

for these consumables therefore the Industrial

Arts faculty must charge fees in order to cover the

“costs” of these items. When fees remain unpaid
the faculty still has to meet the ever increasing

costs of the consumable materials.

We ask that parents and/or guardians pay the
Industrial Arts subject contributions before the
end of Term | 2008, as the purchase of most the
consumables for the year occur around this time.

Maitland Grossmann High School

February, 2008



February 2008

This may be paid as a lump sum or in partial
instalments. If there are financial difficulties
parents may apply to access funding through the
Student Assistance Scheme. All applications are
treated confidentially.

Leather Shoes

The Equipment Safety in Schools policy came into
effect during 2004 and as a result a number of
items of equipment have a requirement that
students wear leather upper shoes. This has been
a contentious issue for Industrial Arts
departments for a number of years and in the past
we have not enforced this policy. Unfortunately
the Department of Education and Training has
mandated that we must ensure that students have
this type of footwear before they can use some of
the equipment in the wood and metalwork rooms.
We ask that all parents ensure that their students
have black leather upper shoes (which is the
standard uniform) or they may not be able to
participate in a number of practical activities.

Mr. Scott Sleap
Head Teacher Industrial Arts

questions for topics being covered in class and tuition
if they run into problems with any of the new work
covered. Once students have paid their $10 fee they
are issued with their password. Parents wanting
further information can find this in the Maths
webpages on the MGHS internet site.

The Numeracy Project is up and running again this
year and the February Challenge is available on the
MGHS website. The project is aimed at parents with
children in Years 7 & 8. It encourages parents to
spend some time each week talking about a
numeracy challenge and giving students the
opportunity to improve their numeracy skills and see
where we use maths in our everyday lives.

Please visit the MGHS website on a regular basis as
this is where the most up to date information is placed
for maths. If you have any questions regarding your
child’'s Maths education please don't hesitate to
contact me.

Zoe Cox

Head Teacher Mathematics

PD/H/PE FACULTY

MATHS

Welcome back to the new school year! This year we
welcome to the Maths staff Mr Steve Ross who has
been permanently appointed to the school and joins
us after working 16 years at Balranald Central School.
We also welcome Mr Simon Fowler who will be
working with the Maths staff for the year replacing Mrs
Di Lymbury, who has taken excellent leave. Both
teachers have a wealth of experience and we look
forward to working with them for the year.

The year is off to a great start with some excellent
HSC and SC results to motivate us for 2008.
Congratulations to all the students who sat
Mathematics courses for the HSC and SC in 2007,
you should be very proud of your results. Special
mention must go to Matthew Tam for his excellent
Extension 1 and 2 results, Sarah Moore for her
excellent results in Extension 1 and Mathematics and
Joel Dennerley for his General Mathematics results.
Classes are now well underway for the year. All
students should be bringing a Reference Book and
Workbook to class each lesson, as well as their
textbook if one has been issued. All students in Years
9 and above should be bringing a calculator each day
along with their pens, pencils and rulers. Students in
Years 7 & 8 will be given a letter to take home
explaining when they are required to purchase a
calculator.

Mathletics is up and running this year. Thank you to
all parents who have supported this venture. The
program is being used in classrooms at various times
however students can use the program at home and
lunchtime if they choose! The program gives students
an excellent opportunity to strengthen their basic
mental arithmetic skills, have access to extra practice

The PHDHPE faculty staff remains unchanged from
the end of last year. Mr Peter Brown will replace
Steve Gaul, at least until the end of Term 3, Miss
Everingham was happily married last September and
has a name change to Mrs Kennedy.

The nature of PDHPE content can be sensitive and or
offensive to some students and parents. In the near
future | will add a year outline of course content for
Years 7-10. If you believe any area will be offensive
to your son/daughter please contact Mrs Matthews or
your son/daughter’s class teacher to organise an
alternative program. Please do this close to the date
of starting the unit of work.

I have also included in this newsletter a copy of the
PDHPE overview/expectations for 2008. Please read
through the points and if you have any queries please
contact Mrs Lyne Matthews (49342066).

The PDHPE staff are looking forward to a productive
year with the students they teach and we all believe in
the value of keeping parents informed when students
are causing us concern. If you have any queries at all
about our subject please call the school.

PDHPE FACULTY’S EXPECTATIONS/OVERVIEW
PDHPE is one of the six key learning areas and
consequently students are required to meet
minimum standards of achievement in all content
areas in order to be granted the School Certificate

in Year 10.

This overview is aimed at advising students of the
PDHPE faculty’s expectations so that all students can
successfully work at maximising their outcomes.
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ALL PDHPE lessons require students to show good
manners, for example respecting other people’s right
to a differing view, remaining quiet when someone
else is talking.

Comply with the school’s rules and values, including
policies on mobile phone and IPOD (or similar
personal music devices).

Bring your diary to all lessons.

Have no propellant deodorants at school.

Be punctual to class

THEORY

Students should:

Have essential writing equipment for example pens
and rulers.

Complete all set work when in class and catch up on
all missed work when absent.

Participate in lessons for example join in class
discussions, contribute to group work.

Work independently and be responsible for their
learning.

Complete and submit all assessment work by the due
date.

Currently student booklets are being provided for
most classes. In the future students may be asked for
a small contribution towards the production of the
booklets.

PRACTICAL

ALWAYS change from school uniform into MGHS
PDHPE uniform (see diary) at the start and visa versa
at the end of each practical lesson (except Tuesday).
Participate in all set activities with effort for the entire
lesson.

When injury or sickness prevents you from
participating in practical lessons you are required to
bring a note explaining why you are unable to
participate and complete all theory work.

Bring necessary medications, sun protection and
water.

If activities are at the pool bring money and all
necessary gear.

Use equipment appropriately and safely.

CONSEQUENCES

All students have the right to learn and achieve the
best they can. In order for that to happen students
who do not respect this value and behave
inappropriately will generally receive the following
consequences (depending on the nature of the
behaviour).

detention and counselled by teacher, if insufficient
improvement 2

Level 1 improvement program 2 week monitoring
period and excluded from PDHPE out of school
activities/excursions for remainder of term. |If
insufficient improvement or unsatisfactory behaviour
whileon card 3

MGHS code report written and suspended from
PDHPE class for 4 weeks ( work will be done outside
PDHPE staffroom or in another class)

I have read and understood PDHPE Faculty
expectations.

Signed ..o

GUITAR TUITON
with ERIC.T.LOI
Professional Tuition for GUITAR and BASS
All styles, Beginners to Advanced Levels
STUDIOS LOCATED IN MAITLAND & LARGS
All Enquires please call
PHONE 49301 669
0419 642 096
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CAREERS

Welcome back to 2008.

I must first congratulate last year's Year 12. Their
results were outstanding and it was great to see so
many students and parents at the HSC Results
breakfast in December. It is always gratifying to hear
that the students achieved the goals that they set for
themselves-whether that be employment, TAFE or a
particular University course. Well done and good luck
to those students.

Several Careers events are organised for this term.
“Seize the Day” is an annual careers day held at East
Maitland Bowling Club for Year 12 students. The
focus is on goal setting, essay writing, team building
and information from the Board of Studies. This is a
compulsory activity and will be held on Tuesday 4
March.

A Year 12 Parent Information Evening will also be
held in conjunction with ‘Seize the Day'. Philippa
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Young from the Board of Studies will address parents
of Year 12 students in our library at 6.30pm on
Tuesday 4 March. This is a way to support your son
or daughter and understand about various aspects of
the HSC.

OHS Induction Course for the Construction Industry-
for interested students in Years 9-12 who may one
day work in the building and construction fields. Notes
are available from Industrial Arts and Careers
faculties and course dates are 28 and 29 February.
Numbers are limited.

“A Healthy Career” is the theme for the annual
careers evening organised by the Careers
Departments of MGHS and Maitland High School.
Garth Russell is again hosting the evening which will
be on Tuesday 11 March at 7pm in our Hall
Confirmed guests to date come from the occupations
including sports physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
director of nursing, personal trainer and radiologist.
Representatives from TAFE, Newcastle University,
Hunter Valley Youth Express and the Careers
Reference Centre will also attend and offer support
and information. These evenings are entertaining and
informative. Students in Years 9-12 and parents are
encouraged to attend.

Interested students in Years 9-12 will attend the
Singleton Mining Expo on Thursday 21 February.
‘Step Up”, the senior girls mentoring program ,with
Maitland Business and Professional Women also
commences this term.

As you can tell the year has started at a rapid pace! |
look forward to teaching Year 10 classes, supporting
Year 11 students and working closely with Year 12 to
help them achieve their career goals.

A diary date for Term 2: Hunter Valley Career Expo-Yr
10,11, 12-Tuesday 20 May at Tocal.

Lee Osborne
Careers Adviser

CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

Students involved in Dance, Drama, Music,
Photographic & Digital Media, Visual Arts, Visual
Design and Entertainment Industry have settled in
well to their classes. All students need to ensure that
they bring the correct equipment to all lessons. We
would be grateful if elective fees could be paid as
early as possible to enable resources to be purchased
for use by students.

Performing Ensembles

Students at Maitland Grossmann High School have
the opportunity to participate in a range of performing
ensembles. There is a tap ensemble and there are
designated roll call groups for band and choir, with
rehearsals taking place during roll call.

MGHS Concert Band

The MGHS Concert Band is conducted by Mrs Alford
and rehearses in A119 on Mondays and Wednesdays
at 8.30-9.23am. There are vacancies on some
instruments. We are hoping to undertake a regional
tour this year, so extra players would assist with
balancing the ensemble.

The following instruments are currently available for
hire: clarinet, flute, trumpet and trombone. The cost
for hiring is $30 per term.

Students interested in band should see Mrs Carter or
Mrs Alford in the Music Staff Room.

MGHS Choir
The MGHS Choir is conducted by Ms Sutherland and
rehearses in A118 on Wednesdays and Fridays at
8.45-9.23am.

The choir will be involved in several exciting projects
this year, including the Sing NSW concert in City
Recital Hall, Angel Place Sydney. The cost is $50 for
involvement in the Sing NSW program, which includes
the repertoire book. We will also participate in the
Hunter Region Music Festival in Newcastle. There are
some vacancies in the choir. Students interested in
auditioning should see Ms Sutherland in the Music
Staff Room.

MGHS Tap Ensemble

Talented tap dancers in the school have auditioned to
be part of the MGHS Tap Ensemble. The ensembile is
directed by Miss Roberts, with rehearsals to be held
at lunchtime on Monday.

Star Struck
MGHS students will once again have a large
contingent of students involved in Star Struck,
including technical crew, featured artists and dance
groups. Some instrumentalists will also audition for
the show.

The performances will be on 12-14 June at Newcastle
Entertainment Centre. Please note that there will be a
Saturday performance of Star Struck. A letter will be
sent to all participating students early in Term 2.

Callback

Senior Dance students travelled to Sydney last week
to see exemplary HSC performances. We are
delighted that MGHS student Sherri Burrows was
selected to perform her Core Performance and Major
Study Performance work from the 2007 HSC Dance
course in Callback.

HSC Workshop

HSC Music students will be attending an HSC
Workshop Day at Newcastle Conservatorium on 18
March.
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Term 2 Dates for your diary

18 March HSC Music Workshop Day at
Newcastle Conservatorium

10 May Hunter Singers Concert: Mothers
Choice, 7.30pm at Hunter Theatre

10-14 June Star Struck rehearsals and
performances

25 June Performance for all Year 7 & 8
students and Music Elective students
by Afro Moses

30 June —

3 July Hunter Area Dance Festival

Kim Sutherland
Head Teacher, Creative and Performing Arts

FLUTE, PIANO & MUSICIANSHIP LESSONS
Local experienced teacher
AMEB exams or learn for fun
Call Kate
0424165283
49388487

ENGLISH

Welcome back to 2008. The English Faculty is looking
forward to an exciting and challenging year where we
implement our new programs in Stages 4 & 5.

As in past years, | would like to remind everyone of
some basic structures and organization of our faculty.
Classes for 2008 have been formed based on the
rankings at the end of 2007. Year 7 & 8 have two A
stream classes, three AB stream classes and three B
stream classes while Years 9 & 10 have two A stream
classes, two AB stream classes and three B stream
classes. In each stream, the classes are of equal
ability. The numbers are for identification purposes
only.

All students in each year follow the same program
and will complete class assessments and across the
form assessment task throughout the year. Classes
will be reviewed at the end of semester one and some
changes linked to student performance may occur.
Syllabus outcomes and a copy of the assessment
schedule for the term will be issued to all students
within the first few weeks of term.

Please take the time to look at your child’s book from
time to time. You can support your child’s legible
handwriting and basic organizational skills by doing
this. Assignments and written responses should be
handwritten unless specifically requested by the
teacher. Handwriting is still the basic means of
completing most assessment tasks so ongoing
practise is needed. Legibility is essential for success

in assessment tasks and poor handwriting can be a
real disadvantage, especially in external
examinations.

2008 sees a change in the organisation of Literacy
testing. This year, National Testing, replacing ELLA,
will occur in Years 7 & 9 in mid-May, with the School
Certificate remaining the same in Year 10 in
November. More information regarding this will follow
in future newsletters.

Speaking skills are a compulsory element of the
English course and a fundamental life skill. Students
are required to speak in both informal and formal
situations in class. Everyone experiences a level of
anxiety associated with this so support is always
required, even with confident speakers. You can
assist your child to speak effectively and minimize
associated anxiety by being aware of when the tasks
occur, the requirements of the task and fostering
positive support. Confidence is developed when a
speaker has effective content and is familiar with what
he/she is going to say.

So, the best way to speak effectively is to thoroughly
prepare and practise. The worst thing you can do is
assist them to avoid the task. (Please avoid
comments like “It's alright! | was never any good at it
at school either!”). Young adults of the 21* century
need to be able to organise their thoughts and
express themselves clearly. They will master this
important method of communication with our
encouragement and support.

Other avenues of support improved literacy and
communication skills are also available to parents.
Encouraging wide reading at home- novels,
newspapers, magazines, non-fiction- and encouraging
discussion of ideas provides excellent grounding for
all students. To that end, please familiarise yourself
with the new book policy of the English Faculty that |
have included below.

INTRODUCING THE MGHS ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
NEW BOOK BUYING POLICY 2008

The introduction of the new Stage 4, 5 and 6 English
Syllabuses over the past few years offers exciting
opportunities to improve learning outcomes for all
students. In the English faculty we are very keen to
instill a love and deep appreciation of reading. Fiction
inspires students to explore imaginary worlds, to
broaden their own perceptions of the human
experience and how we relate to each other. We want
reading to be both challenging and enjoyable for our
students. A study of fiction helps student to develop
skills that enable them to experiment with ideas and
expression, to become active, independent learners,
to work with each other and to reflect on their
learning.

Unfortunately, the current resources that we have to
teach fiction are wholly inadequate to achieve these
outcomes.

Accordingly, we are proposing that:
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students in Years 7-10 purchase their own copy of the
novel set for study. The novel selected will be the
focus of the fiction unit of work they will study in each
year. Your child’s English teacher will carefully select
a text that he/she feels will inspire a love of reading.
Students in Years 11 and 12 purchase their own texts,
if we do not have the selected text in the book room.
This will translate to mean a maximum of 2-3 texts, as
most Shakespeare, poetry and film texts will still be
supplied by the school.

Please note that this policy has been presented to the
MGHS P & C Association at the end of 2007 and
enthusiastically endorsed.

Why are we asking students to purchase their own
copy of the novel set for study?

For a number of reasons:

In the past, class teachers have been significantly
restricted in the choice of novels studied in class. If
there isn't a full class set in the dusty book room, then
that text can’t be taught. Replacement costs have
become too prohibitive, eating up large chunks of the
faculty budget each year. The text may be out of print.
Teaching with mixed or half sets of texts can lead
students to lack the close supervision of their work
and reading support when required.

When there is a full class set of texts available it is
often is great demand, but of course only one class
can use the set at a time. One class will be lucky, the
rest get what's left. And often that isn't pretty.

Texts date, particularly teen fiction. Novels that my
generation enjoyed reading as students may no
longer inspire students 30 years later. In fact, the
Board of Studies has just prescribed new texts for the
2009-2012 HSC in English, many of them set for the
first time.

If more than one class wants to study that text then
the unit of work cannot be taught at the same time.
This causes problems when it comes to providing
equity of assessment across the year.

Our new assessment schedules have made this
outmoded practice impractical.

Paperback texts have a very limited circulation life.
Book binding isn't what it used to be. Even after 2-3
years many class sets are severely depleted due to
poor binding, damage or failure of students to return
texts. Subsequent classes end up having to scrape
together a rag bag of a class set with some texts often
in poor condition, which turns the student off reading
rather that enhancing a love of it.

How will my child purchase the text nominated by the
class teacher?

McDonald’s Books in Maitland is prepared to
offer 15% discount to the school if we purchase class
sets on behalf of the students.

We will supply the bookseller with the number of texts
that we require for each class. The booksellers will
order the texts and bring them to the school on a
nominated day. Students will be given advanced

notice of the collection day. Students will be brought
by their class teacher to purchase and collect their
text. Payment needs to be made directly to the
bookseller on the day.

How much will the text cost?

We will endeavour to choose texts that are
appropriate to the Stage development of our students,
but of course we have been very mindful of keeping
costs down as much as possible. We have been
assured by the booksellers that the full discount
available will be passed on directly to students.
(Realistically, the cost will be around $20.00, not a lot
in this day and age, but when multiplied by 30, you
can appreciate how quickly our budget is drained
when purchasing class sets of texts and topping up
class sets to replace lost, damaged and stolen texts.)

Does the school get a “cut” out of the sale?

No. The full discount (of 15%) is passed on to cut
costs for parents. The transaction is between the
bookseller and the student.

What if my child already has a copy of the text?
Then you need not purchase another one.

What if | can buy the text cheaper elsewhere?

In some cases it may be possible to purchase a text
at a cheaper price. If you can purchase it cheaper
please do so. You are under absolutely no obligation
to purchase the text from the nominated booksellers.

What does my child do with the novel at the end of the
unit?

Treasure it. Start a personal library of teenage fiction.
The school/faculty will not be buying back any texts.
Since these texts belong to students they are free to
highlight, make notes in their copy if they so wish.

If, at the end of the year, students wish to “on sell’
their copy to students in the following year, they are
free to do so. The English faculty will not organise the
resale of any texts and we do not guarantee that the
same texts will be offered in subsequent years.

When will my child begin the fiction unit?

Year 7 Term 3

Year 8 Term 2

Year 9 Term 3

Year 10 Term 2

What about senior students?

Year 11 students will be informed early in term 1 of
their textual requirements. For 2008, in the case of
both Years 11 and 12, it is unlikely students will need
to purchase texts since the course prescriptions have
been set for a number of years. However, 2009 sees
the introduction of new set texts in HSC courses, so
changes in prescribed texts will occur for 2009 HSC
students. We will inform these students of texts

Maitland Grossmann High School

February, 2008



February 2008

selected in early to mid term 3 and organise orders
and purchases then.

How do | know what text has been selected for study,
how much will it cost and when is the
payment/collection day?

A form will be filled out by your child in class during
the term prior to studying the text and brought home
with details of cost, the collection day and payment
details. We would request you to read, sign and return
it to the class teacher so that we can confirm that this
information letter has reached the intended
destination.

Please be aware that if the text selected for your
child’s class is available in sufficient numbers in the
book room, you will not be required to purchase a
text. In implementing this policy, valuable funds will be
freed to purchase current, relevant resources and
support materials to provide quality work units and
maximum student engagement.

As you can see, this change involves minimal outlay
for you with many anticipated positive results. We
seek your support in realising these goals.

Libby Guider
Head Teacher (Relieving)
English

Listen to 1233,Newcastle radio

on Wednesday 19th March 4pm and hear three of
our Year 12 students
Anna Shelly, Tom Convery & Kelsey Burraston
being interviewed by Simone Thurtell.

RED CROSS BLOOD BANK

Here at school Thursday 27th March 2008
Any student aged 16years or older encouraged
to donate
Must book a time with Mrs Goward in the H.E. staff
room before the day of donation.

SPORT

The new year is upon us and it is a very busy time for
everybody. Term 1 is a hectic time for sport at
Maitland Grossmann High. Not only the 3 school
carnivals but the association Zone Carnivals as well.
Here are some dates to keep in mind. The Zone
Swimming carnival will be held on the 19/2/08 at
Maitland Pool. The School Athletics Carnival will be
held on the 8/4/08. Allied to this here is a copy of the
dates for HUNTER SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE
TRIALS to be held in Term 1 2008.

All the best N Endacott
Sport Co-ordinator.

CANTEEN

Welcome back to 2008. There is a canteen menu
available from the canteen if you would like to pick up
a copy.

| have done the roster for 2008 if you wish to do
canteen and your name is not on the list please call
me on 4933 5792 between 9.00am — 3.00pm

Than you
Joy Wells
Supervisor
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