8.4 Content: Society and Culture Preliminary Course 
Preliminary: The Social and Cultural World 
(20% of course time) 
The focus of this study is the interactions between persons, societies, cultures and environments, both in contemporary society and in societies across time. 
Outcomes 
A student: 
P1 describes the interaction between persons, societies, cultures and environments across time 
P3 describes cultural diversity and commonality within societies and cultures 
P5 investigates power, authority, gender and technology, and describes their influence on decision-making and participation in society 
P6 differentiates between, and applies, the methodologies of social and cultural research 
P7 applies appropriate language and concepts associated with society and culture 
P10 communicates information, ideas and issues using appropriate written, oral and graphic forms. 
Content 
Students learn about: 
Concepts 
The fundamental concepts of society, culture, persons, environment, time and the concepts of power, authority, gender and technology are to be integrated across The Social and Cultural World. 
The key concepts to be integrated across The Social and Cultural World are: 
• social and cultural literacy • cooperation 
• community • citizenship 
• groups • decision-making 
• communication • change 
• conflict • continuity 
• socialisation • multiculturalism 
• enculturation • micro world 
• acculturation • macro world 
The Nature of Society and Culture 
How society and culture: 
• is conceptually based 
• applies social and cultural research methodologies 
• integrates cross-cultural studies 
• combines personal experience and public knowledge 
• is interdisciplinary, drawing upon the following disciplines 
– anthropology – communication 
– cultural studies – media studies 
– philosophy – psychology 
– social ecology – sociology 
The Social and Cultural World 
Persons and their interactions with individuals, groups and the community within the contexts of the micro and macro worlds. 
A cross-cultural study that compares Australia with an overseas culture in relation to: 
• family • gender 
• roles and status • communication 
• conflict, cooperation • power, authority and influence 
and decision-making 
Social and Cultural Research 
The process of social and cultural research involves: 
• clearly defining a question, a problem or a topic of specific interest 
• planning the research by breaking the question, problem or topic into sections that are manageable 
• conducting a literature search by finding and reviewing appropriate secondary material about the research topic 
• choosing appropriate methodologies for the research topic or question 
• collecting facts pertinent to the problem, question or topic 
• organising and interpreting collected data 
• evaluating methodologies, instruments and their applicability to the research topic 
• presenting findings using a variety of forms of communication 
The methodologies and techniques of research are: 
• qualitative • quantitative 
• content analysis • statistical analysis (data analysis) 
• questionnaire • interview 
• observation 

Students learn to: 
• apply the fundamental concepts to TWO social situations, for example: 
– the school 
– family 
– a selection from the media 
– a group of which the student is a member 
• describe the stages in the process of social and cultural research 
• distinguish between the advantages and disadvantages of qualitative and quantitative research methodologies for a particular research topic 
• apply the methodology of case study to ONE of the aspects listed during their cross-cultural study 
• distinguish between the micro world and the macro world. 

Preliminary: Personal and Social Identity 
(40% of course time) 
The focus of this study is the process of socialisation, and the development and coming of age of individuals in a variety of social and cultural settings. 
Outcomes 
A student: 
P2 identifies and describes relationships within and between social and cultural groups 
P3 describes cultural diversity and commonality within societies and cultures 
P5 investigates power, authority, gender and technology, and describes their influence on decision-making and participation in society 
P6 differentiates between, and applies, the methodologies of social and cultural research 
P8 selects, organises and considers information and sources for usefulness, validity and bias 
P9 plans an investigation and analyses information from a variety of perspectives and sources 
P10 communicates information, ideas and issues using appropriate written, oral and graphic forms 
P11 works independently and in groups to achieve appropriate goals in set timelines. 
Content 
Students learn about: 
Concepts 
The fundamental concepts of society, culture, persons, environment, time and the concepts of power, authority, gender and technology are to be integrated across Personal and Social Identity. 
The key concepts to be integrated across Personal and Social Identity are: 
• socialisation • ethnicity • rites of passage 
• life-stages • identity • class and status 
• self • family • responsibilities 
• rights • kinship • social construct 
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Identity and Socialisation 
How individuals develop identity and a sense of self through: 
• the processes of socialisation 
• the development of personality, identity and the social self 
• understanding the ‘nature versus nurture’ debate 
• the role of family and kinship 
• the role of class and status 
Growing Up 
Factors that influence the understanding of growth and maturity: 
• physical, cognitive, moral, emotional and social development 
• theoretical understanding of physical and social self through an overview and critique of the theories of Maslow, Piaget, Kohlberg, Erikson 
• the concept of ‘adolescence’ and its validity for different cultures 
• ‘adolescence’ as a social construct 
• identifying socialisation by studying the influence of: 
– family – school 
– peers – culture 
– media – class 
– beliefs – location 
Coming of Age 
The process of coming of age as it relates to: 
• life-stages 
• rites of passage 
• changing rights and responsibilities 
• power and authority 
• gender 
• sexuality 
• ethnicity 
Cross-cultural Comparison 
Comparing the student’s own cultural group with a distinctly different cultural group within Australia. 
Students learn to: 
• identify factors that have influenced their own personal, social and cultural development 
• compare and contrast their own experiences with those of another cultural group to clarify how individuals develop identity 
• use content analysis to examine the ways in which television portrays adolescence and adolescent experiences 
• develop a research proposal utilising a survey, using ONE of the techniques of observation, interview or questionnaire 
• complete and present research, including the application of statistical analysis to ONE aspect of the research task 
• review and evaluate the process of the research undertaken to determine usefulness, validity and bias. 
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Preliminary: Intercultural Communication 
(40% of course time) 
The focus of this depth study is showing how people in different social, cultural and environmental settings can better understand each other and their world. 
Outcomes 
A student: 
P1 describes the interaction between persons, societies, cultures and environments across time 
P2 identifies and describes relationships within and between social and cultural groups 
P3 describes cultural diversity and commonality within societies and cultures 
P4 explains continuity and change, and their implications for societies and cultures 
P5 investigates power, authority, gender and technology, and describes their influence on decision-making and participation in society 
P6 differentiates between, and applies, the methodologies of social and cultural research 
P8 selects, organises and considers information and sources for usefulness, validity and bias 
P10 communicates information, ideas and issues using appropriate written, oral and graphic forms. 
Content 
Students learn about: 
Concepts 
The fundamental concepts of society, culture, persons, environment, time and the concepts of power, authority, gender and technology are to be integrated across Intercultural Communication. 
The key concepts to be integrated across Intercultural Communication are: 
• communication • acculturation • cooperation 
• identity • enculturation • cultural heritage 
• stereotypes • globalisation • multiculturalism 
• customs • continuity • cultural diversity 
• mores • cultural relativism • cultural transmission 
• values • change 
• socialisation • conflict 
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A Cross-cultural Comparison 
Use Australia and a selected country to examine: 
communication 
• examine the nature of communication 
• identify the methods of verbal and non-verbal communication 
• question the effectiveness of communication 
• examine the role of communication in maintaining social relationships and social control 
• identify gender roles and their place in the communication process 
intercultural understanding 
• examine the multicultural and hybrid nature of societies and cultures 
• identify aspects of society and culture that are similar and different 
• explain the effect gender roles and values have on behaviour 
• identify the role of acculturation in the acquisition of cultural perception and values 
• recognise the existence of group identity and commitment to cultural continuity 
• recognise the existence of intercultural misunderstanding 
• identify examples of intercultural misunderstanding 
• develop strategies for dealing with intercultural misunderstanding. 
Students learn to: 
• identify and interpret TWO methods of verbal communication and TWO methods of non-verbal communication 
• use secondary research to examine how gender affects communication in Australia and the selected country 
• apply content analysis to Australian media representation of the selected country 
• interview a person from a culture different from the student’s own cultural perspective.
